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ABSTRACT 

This ccllection of abstracts is part of a continuing 
sieries providing information on recent doctoral dissertations. The 12 
titles deal with the folloning topics: a transformational analysis of 
syntax in tenth-grade writing; the relationship between inner-city 
fifth graders' reading comprehension and writing achievement; the 
relationship of the quality of students' written language, 
productivity of writing, and reading co»p?:eh€nsion in grades four and 
six;, an analysis of six sequence signals of English discourse; a 
study of the relationship between field dependence/independence, 
locus of control, hemispheric localization, and variations in the 
occurrence of syntactic classes in written language; the management 
and comprehension of discourse connection by pronouns in English; an 
analytical study of essays written by nominees in the communicative 
arts for the governor's honors program in Georgia; the relationship 
between cognitive style etnd creative writing in children; a 
description of the composing acts of college freshmen writers; a 
description and two case studies of the composing acts of college 
freshmen^ writers; an analytical study of the relationship of tenth 
graders ' reading and writing abilities; and the deep structure of the 
paragraph and the discourse. (FL) 
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This bibliography has been compiled as part of a continuing series designed 
to make information on relevant dissertations available to users of the ERIC 
system. Monthly issues of Dissertation Abstracts International are reviewed 
in order to compile abstracts of dissertations on related topics, which thus 
become accessible in searches of the ERIC data base. Ordering information for 
the dissertations themselves is included at the end of the bibliography. 

Abstracts of the following dissertations are included in this collection: 



Baggett, Richard Carroll 

A TRANSFORM/VTIONAL ANALYSIS OF SYNTAX IN 
TENTH-GRADE WRITING 



Pfeiffer, Steven Ira 

THE RELATIONSHIP BET\>/EEN COGNITIVE STYLE 
AND CREATIVE WRITING IN CHILDREN 



Bebensee, Elisabeth Lord 

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN INNER-CITY FIFTH- 
GRADERS' READING COMPREHENSION AND WRITING 
ACHIEVEMENT 



Bippus, Anne Clark Marshall 
THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE QUALITY' OF 
STUDENTS' WRITTEN LANGUAGE, PRODUCTIVITY 
OF WRKiNG, AND READING COMPREHENSION IN 
GRADES FOUR AND SIX 



Brinegar, Bonnie Carter 

ANALYSIS OF SIX SEQUENCE SIGNALS OF 

ENGLISH DISCOURSE 



Henning, Grant Halewood 

MEASUREMENT OF PSYCHOLOGICAL DIFFERENTIA- 
TION AND LINGUISTIC VARIATION: A STUDY OF 
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN FIELD- DEPENDENCE- 
INDEPENDENCE , LOCUS OF CONTROL, HEMISPHERIC 
LOCALIZATION, AND VARIATIONS IN THE OC- 
CURRENCE OF SYNTACTIC CLASSES IN WRITTEN 
LANGUAGE 



Kantor, Robert Neal 

THE MANAGEMENT AND COMPREHENSION OF 
DISCOURSE CONNECTION BY PRONOUNS IN ENGLISH 



Martin, Elizabeth Mosheim 

AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF ESSAYS WRITTEN BY 
NOMINEES IN THE COMMUNICATIVE ARTS FOR THE 
GOVERNOR'S HONORS PROGRAM IN GEORGIA 



Pianko, Sharon Helenc 

THE COMPOSING ACTS OF COLLEGE FRESHMAN 
WRITERS: A DESCRIPTION 



Rogers, Louisa 

THE COMPOSING ACTS OF COLLEGE FRESHMAN 
WRITERS: A DESCRIPTION WITH TWO CASE 
STUDIES 



Simmons , Robert J. 

AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF THE RELATIONSHIP 
OF READING ABILITIES AND WRITING ABILITIES 
OF TENTH GRADE STUDENTS 



Woodson, Linda Townley 

THE DEEP STRUCTURE OF THE PARAGRAPH AND ^ 
THE DISCOURSE 
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A TRx\NSKOHMATI()N.\L ANALYSIS SYNT.VX IN TENTfi- 
GRADE WRITING Order N(\ 7niI630 

BAGGETT, Richard Carroll. Ph.D. Syracuse Vni versity, 1977. 
217pp. 

This study snUjitii tii measaie difftTC-nces iti syntiictical ma- 
turity as c'N'ideiict-d in the ;\ritiri^ of tciitli-i^raile studtMU.s.. Spe- 
cifically, the cffcTt.s iif st-x, l,Q. and tht- itiroraction nf 5ex and 
I,Q. upon .syiUactiral cibility wore itufstiiuitetL A secniula ry 
purpose f'f Tht' invest i .Ration was tn h.'lp to t-.stablish tlio ln uad 
outlines of that develop mental Cdntiimuni in .syntactical ability 
which has t:radually tMr.eri:ed from research duriiii; rccoiil 
year.s. In carder to provide dat;i comparable witli those of re- 
lated studies, siiuUar prctct-ilures nnd techniciues of linguistic 
analysis were used. 

Based upon the assunipti«.»n t!:at writint; is a special dialect 
different from, but rooted in, ilie sj><>ken lani:uat;e. and recoi^- 
nizing the assumptions and limitations of the tlieoretical model 
of Transformational-Generative Grammar, a L:rammatical anal- 
ysis of tenth-t;rade .students' wrilini: was conducted. That analy- 
sis consisted of T-l*iitt and clausal measures as well as the 
more refined measures of sentence-combinini!; transformations 
which occurred within those t^ross units- 

A film with no narration was shown to 127 tenth -{.^rade stu- 
dents who were then asked to write the story c>f what tliey had 
seen, T.iese narrative com[)ositions were later analyzed in ac- 
cordance with the procedures earlier (Jescribed. The California 
Test of Mental Maturity was administered, and on the basis of 
their scoi'es boys and c;irls were grouped accordin^^ to hit^h 
and low 1,Q, 

A two-way analysis of variance was conducted in order to 
determine the statistical significance of differences in means 
at the ,05 level. That statistical analysis was performed by 
computer, usin^ the Statistical Packat^e for the Social Sciences. 

The data revealed statistically siicnificant differences at the 
,05 level which led to the rejection of the three niill hyi)otheses 
formulated to encomf)ass the influence of sex, I.Q., and the in- 
teraction of sf>x and l,Q. on syntactical ability at the tenth-tirade 
level. In almost every major cateinory of the analysis, >:irls 
demonstrated a syntactical superiority when compared with the 
. boys. 

On tlie measures of sentence -conihiiMnL: transformations, 
girls excelled. Statistically siirnificant was ftie i^irls' use of 
nominals in ^eneraj, in addition to non -headed nomin.ils, and 
the nOun t- participle construction. Girls also wrote sii^nifi- 
cantly m<.u'e nmlti-base nominals which functioned as objects 
of prepositions, and h\\\U l.Q. iiirls oxhil>ited tlienr facility with 
nominal const riictif)iis used as app(tsit i ves. Whib' leni'.tli of T- 
Unit did not prove to l^e statistically sii;nificant. i^irls tended to 
write lon«^er T-Units th:m boys. 

The total length of a student's written resi)onse did reveal 
statistically sii^nificant differences (at the .001 level) on the 
I,Q. variable. As l.Q. incr(»ased. sn did the mimber of words 
written. Since this findini^ sh^ws th;?t bnys jnid p,irls at compa- 
rable l.Q, levels write consparabU' numl^T^rs of wrjrds, it also 
suggests, tlierefore, that bjiys have the same opportunity to 
employ syntactic stratet;ie,s involvint: sentence-conibinini^ trans- 
Arniations as dn the .cirls at jespective levels of l.Q, One 
' question that is implicit ir. the data is why are boys so markedly 
inferior to the w'lrls in tlieir ability to manipulate syntactic 
rtructures ir' wr'ti'i«^? 

The interaction of sex and l.Q. sliows that while low l.Q. 
^^irls are especially fond of the ncmn • adiective constr uction, 
low l.Q. bo>s hardly use it at all. On the other end of Ihe scale, 
high I,Q. boys and twirls use the crmstruction, but that use is 
tempered by comparison with the low l.Q, girls' nffinity for the 
device. 



Coni|)arisons *»f the data in this .•^tudy with .similar measures 
in other recent iiutrstii^ations show a L'.radual increase in the 
leni^th iT T- Units, lenivtli of clauses, and number of clauses per 
T-Unit at elementary and secondary school levels. These mea- 
sures also reveal a sensitivity to mctde of discourse, ari;unien- 
tative cori,])ositinns--and even those of :m unspecified mode-- 
frcciuently nclpeviiiL: luLihr-r scores disi)roi)ortionate to those in 
the narr.itive fuodt-. Within narr:iti\o discourse, the compari- 
s.>ns .'-'how ;i lU'iulaal dinonuiion of sh'U t T-L'nits o\er the ^railes, 
and an inri'ease in the riur.iber i»f st nience-cop.d.iininji transfor- 
mati.'Ms .'Ccuri iniL withirl Inni^t-r T-l'nits, While adverbial con- 
struction , .ipiuj.ii- ((» stabilize d irii'... late rlementary and early 
.secondary school y(\irs, tlK- use of nominals continues to in- 
crease, especially in the wri(iii>: by j.:irls, thr-outih the tonth- 
|.;rade level. 

A,:ain, wiiere tlata :ivv available for sex, i.'.irl.s seem to enjoy 
an ativantat;o over boys in tln ir ability to use a variety of syn- 
tacfi -.rl stratc^i:ies in writini:. Further research will, perhaps. 

.s . ver liiose elements in the wriiini^ process, or in the edu- 
cational meih'ujs for teachim: writini;. which arc responsible for 
lh>i' bovs' <•.»'!:. : lack of facility in this area. 



THE RELATIONSHIP UKTWEEN INNER-CITY HFTH 
GRADERS' READING COMPREHENSION AND WRITING 
ACHIEVEMENT Order No. 781079?. 

BEBENSEE, Elisabeth Lord, Ed.D, Cuke University, 1977. 
165pp, Supervisor: Anne H, Adams 

How well should teacliers expect thoir students of varying 
levels of reading achievement to be able to write?. Is it rea- 
sonable to emphasize development of ccmtent in composition 
before students are able to read or to demonstrate knowledge 
of the rules of grammar, punctuation and capitalization? The 
answers to these questions provide the major implications of 
this study of the relationship bet^veen reading achievement and 
writing achievement, especially in regard to the content of 
writing. Along with the i mplicatitms for teaching derived from 
tliis study, certain problems in any research involvitig assess- 
ment of writing ability are confronted, and the outcome of the 
confrontation will benefit future research in the area of written 
corniK)sition. 

The purpose of the study was to determine the relationship 
between fifth grade inner -city students' reading comprehension 
achievement and their achievement in the content aspect of 
written composition. The procedures followed were these: 
a review of the literature was made to seek previous conclu- 
sions about (he relationship between reading and writing and to 
survey reports cjf an instructional :ipproach which emphasized 
the relationship between reading and writing in its rationale. 
One result of the review of the literature was the formulation 
of the hypolh'f'sis that differences in (he purposes and pro- 
cedures of vaj*ious methcjds of measuring writing ability caused 
the conflicting conclusions wbich have been reported. Thus, the 
second step in this study was to examine the range of possible 
methods of evaluating writing in ordrr to develop a method 
which was most appropriate for the purpose of this study. Data 
were then collected from reading comprehension scores on an 
achievement tost and from compositions written by the sub- 
jects, 300 fifth graders from an inner-city school system. After 
scores were ol)taii»ed from the compositions, the relationship 
between the subjects* writing ability and reading achievement 
scores was examined by means of multiple regression analysis 
and discriminant function analysis. 
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Based upon an examination of the stafisUcal results of the 
study, the following conclusions were drawn: 1) reading and 
writing achievement are not .stron«»ly related when writing 
ability is measured in terms f>f the content of composition. 
2) While the relationship between reading and writing achieve- 
ment was shown to be weak among fifth txrarie inner -city .stu- 
dents, certain tendencies in the writing characteristics of stu- 
dents of various reading achievement levels are noteworthy: 
the depiction of details, instead of naming of qualities or at- 
tributes, is more characteristic of better readers; and both the 
inclusion of more irrelevant, repetitive iaforniatioii. and the 
higher proportion of quajity statenu-nts to detail st:itements are 
more characteristic of pb^r readers than of good readers. 
What these results say to the teacher of reading and writing is 
that he or she should not ox-pect the coiitent of compositions 
written by poor readers to be worse than the content written by 
good readers, even though success with the mechanit s of writ- 
ing might be in accordance with ordinary expect:itions. The 
results of this study also imply that to delay a students* in- 
volvement in creative writing endeavors until he or she can 
write grammatically correct, punctuated and capitali/.ed sen- 
tences is to S;icrifire opportunities for the student to succeed 
in producing i ntere.sling. organized, and coh.erent written com- 
positions. 



'iriices c'i .*^tudents' tmaiily ni written language and productivity 
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ANALYSIS OF SDC SEQUENCE SIGNALS OF ENGLISH DIS- 
COURSE Order No. 7802890 
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BRINEGAR, Bonnie Carter, Ph,D. University of Southern Mis- 
sissippi, 1977. 109pp. 

This study is an attempt to discover a finite set of sequence 
signals- -the non-semantic factors wh;:h identify a series of 
sentences as continuous discourse. In other words, the analysis 
is concerned with the grammar of English which extends beyond 
the single sentence. 

The heuristic approach is rejected because it is meaning- 
based and relies upon a speaker's intuitive understanding of 
his language. Instead, the analysis is syntactic and is based 
upon form, structure, and pattern of occurrence. Every effort 
is made to avoid semantic considerations. Thus, the classes 
of sequence signals discussed are those required by the lan- 
guage of discourse; they ai'e neither stylistic variations nor 
rhetorical embellishments. 

Passages of expository prose arc examined in order to iso- 
late and classify those items which mark sentences as con- 
stituents in a larger construction. Discussion of the following 
set of sequence signals comprises the analysis: determiners, 
pronouns, predicate anaphora, substitutes which fuaction as 
modifiers, ellipsis, and predicate introducers. 

Discourse analyses are usually based upon the semantic 
relationships between sentences, while grammatical analyses 
are usually based upon the structure of isolated senttjncca-likely 
to occur initially in discourse. Thus, a distorted distinction is 
made between the traditional areas of "grammar" and "compo- 
sition." This study indicates th.at a more realistic approach to 
both areas is one which deals witli the grammar of ^ n. 
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MEASURKMHNT OF PSYCHOLOGICAL DIFKERKNTIATION 
AND LINGUISTIC VAIUATION- A STUDY OF THE IlELA- 
TIONSHIP BETWEEN FIE LD-DKPKNDKNCE- INDE PEN- 
DENCE, LOCUS OF CONTROL, HEMISPHERIC LOCAUZA- 
TION, AND VARIATIONS IN THE OCCURRENCE OF 
SYNTACTIC CLASSES IN WRITTEN LANGUAGE 

Order No, 7806438 

HENNING, Grant Halewood, Ph.D. University of California, 
Los Anj^eles. 1977, 152pp. Chairman: Prnfcssor Merlin C. 
Wittrock 

Frequency of occurrence of thirty-four syntactic classes of 
lexical items in written laii^^uage was examined for relation- 
ships with individual differences in psychological differentia- 
tion, locus of control, sex, a^e, handedness, conju?;al lateral 
eye movements /CLEM), conju^^al vertical eye movements 
(CVEM), and writing style. Fifty-nine Native English- speaking 
.adults provided language saniples r;mging from 200 to 1.200 
words in lengthy for a total ol 26,800 words, on formal and in- 
formal stylistic topics. 

As hypothesized, field-dependent subjects showed greater 
within-subject variance in frequency of occurrence of syntactic 
classes than field- independent subjects when lanr^^ua^^e saniples 
were taken across stylistic modes {p < 0.05). A discriminant 
ai^alysis was used to calculate meaninpjul and significant 
(p < 0.001) vectors of discriminant function coefficients for tlie 
discrimination between groups on the psycholugic.il dUferentia- 
tion and locus of control continua on the basis of syntactic class 
data. Multiple correlation coefficients and prediction equations 
were computed for the prediction of intlividaal differences in 
field-dependence- independence, locus of control, sex, age, 
handedr\ess, eye movement, and writing style from syntactic 
class frequency data. 



■T"his degree ui activau'dness is de^iriKU-nt on certain lin- 
guistic constructs: t(tjjic, discourse function ot .i sentence, and 
the comniunu :ui\ o v;due ol tlie synt.ictic purutiun .if \l\e re- 
foioiit t)f the pr<in>tun. A lingui.-^tic niu.U'^ lor the speaker's 
or writer's secoudniy ct»inpetence is presented. This model 
proposes that the spcikur knov*-s the linguistic constructs that 
affect th-' activated:iriss ot linguistic elements. It is claimed 
that the si^'::iker ac-:aires a set of rules and cotidiiions based 
n:i these ciinstrviv tL ai.d the concept jciivntc dnt'ss. ov 
this kiio'.vle'ige th.at the speaker has acquir^'d. he is able tocom- 
nuniic.ue his mesr^age taking it.ut account pincessiiig ca - 
p.ibiUues o! h:s a^idressee, 

Thrt.)Ug!ioc.t th.e thesis ii is notvd th;it speakers ur writers 
dilier among each other in their rules of secondary compe- 
tence. For writing particularly, the secondary competence is 
olto:\ not learned, <.tr is leainecl, but in a in.emor such that a 
writer may not always take into :u'couiit i>ie abilities of his 
reader. He may, for exaniple, use :i pri»nivan in disccjurse (a) 
al>ove, truly beliecuig that his message will be CLimprehen- 
sihle. It is su!',gested that we should study raw iaia from un- 
skilled writers in order to get an idea abt>ut ulr.it ruks and 
Conditions of secondary ctKnpetence t!iey uuglu or jal^iit not 
be usini^ By studying such data, wc might be iV. \j :u develop 
belter materials and metlv.uls for te.iching writiiig. We can 
.d:io benetit by study nig reatlin..; cunipr^'ht-^nsiun, fur frcjni tiiis 
kind ut study, we may find out more alKmt whai the processing 
ciipabilitios of the reader are, and so tinrl out what t!ie wiater 
must tlo to Lake these cap.ibilities into acctf.u:!. 



nil-; .MANAC-.KMKNl ANf) C'JM i'K ni i ;NS ION OK DiSt^'OLKSK 

coNNKi: i i()\ nv PK()Nur:,s in i.n(;lish 

t)rdur S >. 7731001 

KAKTOR, iloiujrt Neal.lMi.lX l i^c Ohio SLi;*.- Univorsiiy . 1977. 
151[jp. Acivisor: Prof<jssor Ar liold M. /.witky 



Tht' goal 
wiiv as m (\)- 
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(a) :\ guod share of the auia/mg revival of c<'in:n. i ce must 
be croditid u> tlie ease and sn-uritv. c....-.:irLHiications 
within the em[)ire. Th.e Inii)eri:il licet kept the Merh. - 
tcrranea:i Sea cleared t.l pirates, hi each pi<A iiu o the 
Komaa cmporor r!;,).iir. ! -i- const ructed a p.unibc^r of 
skillfully desi^'.nf d r<iarl.s. I lifV w^'rc buili nn«/.naUy 
foe the army but served rhi- nicich.u f idass nr.. well. 

a pronoun like They in Hie final sentence is unarn'ot l',U'>us in re'- 
ercnce, and yet^Ts^not immediately coiapi ehended l.y a reader. 

A discourse like (a) is well-fnrnied, gi ainm.ineal , .>nd ad- 
mits of a non-anomalo'.is interpretation. The writer <.i) has 
not, Iv'wcver, taken inlo account the prvx-essiiu; c.ipnbilities of 
the reailer, and has iuuduced what can be called an irtco risiSi " 
crnte discourse . Inconsiderate discourses are opposed to 
anumaloas discc>'-irses. as in (ij): 

(b) Mary never did buy a watch. It had a c.oM \vatch!>and. 
These discourses On not communicate a seninntiiwlly , syntiicti- 
cally, and/or pragmatically well-formed mes:-;a^;e. 

Tlie knowledge a speaker or writer has :iboui tlv compre- 
heasion abilities of his addressee is sai.l to eon.-tiuis- his sec- 
ondary linguistic c omt)Oteiire . In order to discover what this 
secontA'iry com[rfTcn"ce'lnust account fur, a ?eri'\s of n ntexts 
are ijivestigated to determine what discou: le factors c;mse 
pronouns to be more or less comprehensible. Pronoun^n)- 
prehension is found to be depefide.nt on the <legree to whicli the 
reader or hearer is thinking about the referent of the pronoun. 
thP deg ree of activatedness of the refercMit. 



AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF ZSS.WS WRITTEN :?Y 
NOMINL:l:S in the COMMUNlCATIVrJ ARTS von TilE 
GOVERNOR'S HONORS PROGRAM IN GEORGIA 

Order No. 780G017 

MARTIN, Elizabeth Mosheim, Ed.D. University of Georgia, 
1977. 220pp. Major Professor: L. Ramon Veal 

In order to provide insight Into several phases of the writ- 
ing of superior high school students; fifty essays written by 
nominees for the Georgia Governor's Honors Program (GHP) 
in 1977 were analyzed and the results compared with those of 
several other studies—National Assessment of Educational 
Progress (NAEP), 1974; Kellogg W. Hunt's Grammatical 
Structures Written nt Three Grade Levels , 1965; and Walter 
Loban's Language Development: Kindergarten through Grade 
Twelve 1976. In addition, two holistic ratings were done by 
separat e groups of raters: (1) six high school English teachers 
and (2) three graduate students in English Education; the three 
graduate students also rated the essays with regard to co- 
herence and identified all paragraphs as coherent or non- 
coherent. 

Conditions of writing were similar to those of NAEP; stu- 
dents were given written infit ructions, atopic, and a stated 
thirty minutes to write. ^ 

Counts were made of the following errors: (I) misspellings; 
(2) terminal punctuation errors; (3) comma errors, scries; 
(4) comma errors, non-restrictive elements; (5) run-on sen- 
tences; (G) sentence fragments; (7) dangling elements; (B) sub- 
ject-verb agreement errors; (9) pronoun-antecedent agree- 
ment errors; (10) capitalization errors; (11) awkward or 
ambiguous sentences; and (12) wrong word choices. The re- 
sults of these error counts showed the GHP students to make 
relatively few mistakes. The areas of most difficulty related 
to pronouns and antecedents. In some cases, antecedents of 
pronouns were either missing or unclear. 
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Comparisons between CHP 1977 and NAEP 1974 (.iver;i:;e 
and "good" essays) were njade of the foUo^vinf^: (1) nmiilier 
of words, (2) mean wurd leugtli, (3) irimber of sentences, 
(4) number and percentajie of run-on sentences, (5) number 
and percentag*^ of sentences with phrases, (6) number and 
percentage of complex sentences with phrases, (7) number of 
paragraphs, and (8) number and percentage of coherent para- 
graphs. The results showed an advantat;e for the GHP essays 
in every p.rea except percentajce of coherent paragraphs. 
Notable differences were found with relation to the follow- 
ing: (1) words per essay, (2) mean word length, (3) sentences 
per essay, (4) run-on sentences per essay, (5) number and 
percentage of sentences with phrases, (G) number and per- 
centage of coherent paiagraphs, and (7) number of paragraplis. 

GHP 1977 essays and the Hunt 1965 study were compared 
(Hunt, Grade 12) concerning the following: (1) T-unit lenL;th; 

(2) clauses per T-unit; (3) mean clause length, (4) noun, ad- 
jective, and adverb cl.uises per T-unit; (5) appositives, gerunds, 
and infinitives per T-unit, The GHP students wrote signifi- 
cantly longer T-units than did the Hunt students; clauses per 
T-unlt and mean clause length weregreater in the GHP essays, 
but not significantly so. GHP students wrote more noun, ad- 
jective, and adverb clauses per T-unit than did Hunt's stu- 
dents, as wuU as more gerund and infinitive phrases; Hunt's 
students wrote more :i[)positives per T-unit, 

GHP 1977 es-says and t)\e Loban 197G study (High group. 
Grades 11 and 12) were compared on the follouing: (1) T- 
unit (commanicatic»n unit) length; (2) clauses per T-unit; 

(3) per cent of subordinate clauses as (a) noun clauses, (h) ad- 
jective clauses, and (c) adverb clause.^. T-unit length, clauses 
per T-unit, and adverb clauses as per cent of subordinate 
clauses were greater in tlie GHP essays tlian in L.dijan. Grade 
12; adjective clauses as per cent of subordinate clause.s were 
greater for Loban, Grade 12. 

Position of free modifiers was also noted and some demo- 
graphic data included. The relationsliips of the various counts 
to the holistic ratings were noted. 



THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN COGNITIVE STYLE AND 
CREATIVE WRITING IN CHILDREN Order No. 7810494 

PFEIFFER, Steven Ira, Ph.D. The University of North Caro- 
lina at Chapel Hill, 1977. 161pp. Supervisor: John C, 
Brantley ^ 

This study tested the theory that the cognitive style dimen- 
sions of categorization, conceptual style and preference for 
imbalanced cognitive associations relate to creative writing 
ability. 

A Creative Writing Rating Scale devised specifically for 
this study was used to rate three sets of compositiuns from a 
sample of 144 sixth graders. The lO^b highest souring boys 
and girls on the creative writing index were invited to partici- 
pate in the second phase of the investigation. 

The four experimental groups were administered a battery 
of cognitive style measures: a bimd-width task, grouping task, 
and preference for imbalanced cognitive associations (PICA) 
instrument. 

Results supported the hypothesized relationship between 
categorization and creative writing ability. The liigh-creative 
children were more willing to entertain the possibility that de- 
viant instances deserve category membership. This particular 
cognitive style is seen as facilitating the grouping of seemingly 
unrelated and discrepant ideas in novel and unique ways-- a — ^ 
cursor of creative performance. 



Sex differences were obtained in both the groupmg and the 
conceptual style tasks. The high-creative males produced 
fewer groups during :m object- sorting task than the high-cre- 
ative females, indicative of the males' willingness to risk the 
inclusion error. With regard to the reasons for grouping, only , 
the high-creative females employed a balanced usage of both 
thematic and analytic conceptual styles. The high-creative 
males, on the other hand, exhibited almost a total preference 
for the analytic mode. 

The Make-A-Story instrument developed for this study to 
n tasure PICA geatra.ed an inconsistent appr.)ach to respond- 
ing by the children. Whereas some items produced unique re- 
sponses, other items elicited mundane, stereotypic responses. 
The resultant large within groups variability pruhibited a clear 
testing of the hypothesized relationship between this particular 
cognitive style dimension and creative writing ability. 



THE COMPOSJNG ACTS OF COLLEGE FJiESHM.'VN 
WRITERS'. A DKSCnil TlON 

PIANKO, Sharon He)i.-no, Ed.D. 

Rutgers University T\\c State Unhorsity 

of New Jersey (Now 13 runswic k), 1977 

Chairprrson: Robert l^arkor, .)r. 

T!ic purpose nf tliis study v/as {o tirsoriho (!io rninp< jsinfT 
acts of fo)!^'^;*"' l'rosl;ii].\ii v.rit'-rs in :;( iu^ral and of certain types 
tif cnlh iV- J'rrt.lr.iian v. i :(t i s--j eini'(iial and ! radititn-ial (scliool 
class «;tali;s), traclit i'lial cull'np r i^jinnio ai.':^ and adult (ufVe), 
and lual' s and f^nialcs' (.•■•o:;). Tlu' (•< »n:p( >sin:: act was (ilvidrd. 
ii'to thrive rnm|Jon(*n!s--i)syrli()l(i^ir:<i r.in.';tnnMs pfiiaining lo 
r^'i'itin;:. ])r(j('cssrs. ap.d |;r(jducts. 

S(>\-OKlO( n .'^tibjorts wr-vv inv'^]\ :fi iho rcr.rn-crh. J'ach 
?-*liKlont c->a:pU.'tt.'.'i fivr -.vritiii!', (■))]:■( m!' r. I'!ai'!i stud' was oi>- ' 
'-•(^]'Vf(l and \ Idt u-f aj)orl i!iiri!:;L wnv n{ \];cta' rpisoclr-; aft-M* u hicli 
li<' Mit"rvir-.v( >,;rrrn\v. ' tr^avi'T; ■ NiiilMU i. TU" s;i]:> - 

ircts .lis > r !• .1 : i i \-. li .•; ' < i : v ^^'Ilv■s;< • .aal 



I'Ai'h s-:i")i<H'i V. a> 



;,1 s>-r: 



'a! a. 11 



. pa si and ))!-osont 

. . • ■. all il .:'it- {.>r:n. 
ilal jV- data. Basod 
•>> ^^ V A in;'. a"i 
<■;.!!• i.( ha f-.:-,;',aa 
1" dat.i were .a'.ah zed 



:aa:U:talivc 
: { S irts prt-l 
M .■»?■■ ir.luct ' i ! 'ii • 

■•\) r< Ma"^(iial asii Ira.iincnal strd.i. nt5- . tra - 
sliuli'Ml:-. . aai'l m.il'' Siiai female sluder.ts. 
:a:!.iiu.-d for rrlal i ■s.i-liips aninn;; [hv ca:n- 
;ni:; act. ' 



ningiy 
i tre- 



fnr ditl'i rf ]'t'v:'^ ]•,( : .vt 
tilt inn J ai;r and .:C:'i. 
Tlip dala wt-n' a!s;- < 
poiU'nts fif ihi' tM^nip i 

Tin.' analysis r.f tiu: sub;<.rt.s' rnn.stnicts indicalrd tluit stu- 
dents consistently ciiosp tli(> polos of tlie rtonstrucls which in- 
dicatt-d their prtforrjicos for -.vrititvi (»v{>rrienees c'»"(>h"in^; from 
a personal L'hoiro o{ tf)pi(:s, !iot jircividod onetr. carripd out for 
tlie st^If. not for iho ti^acl'or, })rovi'iini^ ft-odbaok and interac- 
tion, not rifHcial L'\alijat ion: enctjurai^ini; freer, g(Mierati\e 
writira:, not strucuired. ac adorn ir v;ritmg. Scli(»ol class status, 
ago, ajid SOX had i^o offoct on tl\oso tindini.^';. 
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The !"i:5r!!"; . '. ^ :. T ■ c »! !!:•|>^•-^r; ]i ti:U i:il^il>;l - 

inj; of the ru::;;..... .,.y «-.;. .-1 ).-, i \. r.t.ni,: 

little ti MIL- js s:m . ■■ ] )r*'V.- r tl i' .. . .tr ir. i- -^^ . ;)I.uu:ir;, (whit-h 

ocrurred iv. -stly tho L--inrs<' i.f c. •^ ;]'..',';. .il-U:.:! -.vr't- 

ir.::. .it^d r^r-.-'.id Nd r/.njiir rfv:si.ins i.j- rf*:''^r::!;:].i: i^^is .in- 
niude. Writ):..: '.^ ^ -n:*^!!.!!!'; l.' it r.irrie:! nut as fj-.iu'k^v and .iS 
sjperf ic Uillv as p'i^sii.»Ii\ witii lr.:l«» L-.::n e\rt-;:t ivieetm^ a 
srhoi .1 r^^ yairt r;.c:u. 

Wh^ti tilt: Ctin:p"MniZ ^i^i^ce^^^.^s of t r.-id ;t i- ?!r! r» i:ir-d:.il. 
and n^nlr ar.:! f^'v..;!-- sl-uit-nts v, r!-ir2;t.:rf !. c..-- inj:;^ 

differt*iire< ava\ n ■^iirf'ahh-- tivnd.^; t^r. .t.'rL:«'wi. Tradiljon.tl uriif.-rs 
and femal*=- wnter.s ap:>t-.ir to have :: njHv d«^Vf l'.v>f d v.T:t- 

ini; procf-ss. A ni:r::?>'T of factors appai'trni :y a::'r':t t!u* dc\el<:p • 
neiU <jf cor..:. r.r'irt-sS: ti-f^ an:. luni r.: v. riinL: dviio m 

schixil aisil by la:::::%- .mi p-r-r^., ar-d tiv.- .tra i'jn! of solf -initiated 
writini;: pr*-'V.Tr.^r,:. .■.riivitits. pauMii!', .ind res^aruiin;; iiav»* 
developn>'nt:.i r.^'-rs. 

The ar.alvsir. > :' tlio c.aa mi j?V(>d;jrts r^M>-n)r^d a nurahrr of 
si£;nificnnt fiiKiJiv.s: s:-mVnts mt»i-t ^!<»;n d > trar>ar:i.>:ial wnt- 
ini;, usuallv repovi.i.m i-a-tst prodarts .-ro jn lii*' f'xtf-r^:vo 
modo; svntafiif flurr.i:v and f i'^-a-tiot- of -^sronrsr- have -.K-vcl- 
opniPntal root ^- • >- i srlv rl.iss Ftarj^' app» to l»n ;ts 
siiTnifirant tr:i» :-:a .j- rtt»»- v.he:i cnFidrM-niL'. dt=veh)pnie:ital 
patterns, Thrrt- v.t^rr- a pumhrr of sii^nifirant drf pr^^nce.s as 
well as r, )t!r'-..}.'. ■ :rf^^-»ds behv»^t^n tht* pr 'darls of rp:rrd::il .mci 
trariitinnal st'ji^*r-.t.' . rrad:li' tii.tl ai'.f- .,nd adult slndt^r.ts. a'ui 
male and female r^^) i'-iUs. 

Thf. iflat ^n•:^ . ar>io!V' studrnlfi* Con:- 1 rnt't p«r ta :n irii: 
VvTilnu<, their pror:esst\s. a'ui tn<'ir r-.-odart:, ar».' ori'.^iuca'lv 
and hnticticaUy rtr!a',< J. Ea.cli or,»' affects tlio i>iJ!Cf)nie of t!:c 
i)ther: v.iuto a ^t-jd'-r.! plac»>s tiio v.'ritiii!!; acliViiy ;t'::j:i !:is 
constr;:rt ir.n sv;-*o:v. ritj'.- Tnnr.ei; llu' breadth, ar.d d^'p*;: < ■: l.is 
coniijosii-:;'. ;.iocev^, i '-vhirti i:: turn d*-^trrnji:H- s I'.e ':):-id "t - 
111^^ pri»d.irt'd, t )r;'('r ?o\ 7T-2T.l»Ot. -iri-' };,,:'.os. 



THF COMPOSINC; ACTS OF COl.LKGK KRKSH.MAN 
WRITKRS: A DKSCRIPTIDN W! I'M T\V() CA.SF-: SfUDIKS 

Order No. 7810235 

ROGERS, Louisa. Kd. I), RiP.-t'rs Uci vprsitv Tiie .^tate Uni - 
versity of New Jersey (NeM' Hrii.-.sw ick^ U'TK. 4?.;3pp. 
Chairperson: danet Kmi^^ 

Th»' purpnse of this study w.is to d^-sr lihe tfu- coinpnsln^ 
acts of different types of colleire f resi^^uan '.vi ittTS. The vari - 

ahles of sex rmale/ iVmaln), :i,;e (tra.litP.n.d r-dle.^p entr:ince 
:i(;e/adult). and sch..o! <-I:i.ss .tjtais f : crnodi al /tr adit i.^nal ) were 
studied. In addition. tw.» easM studies u>.r<.' conducted — fine 
traditionid freshnr.an writer imd one remeriial freshman writer. 
The compo.sinK act was divided iiitf^ three components- - atti- 
tudes, constructs, pertaining fo writing, processes. :uid iirod- 
ucts. 

This study was desif<ned to provide lar'^e irroup data on atti- 
tudes and products ;md case study (hita on the relationship 
among attitudes, processe.s. and products. Seventeen subjects 
paiticipated in this research ;md the two case studies were 
randomly selected from the seventeen subject.s. 

Each student completed five writing epif^odes. All of che 
composing episodes were video-taiied and each student was ob- 
served while composing;. Each .student wa.s interviewed once 
after completing a writing episode concerning behaviors ex- 
hibited. During the third and fifth weeks each subject com- 
pleted a form developed from Kelly's personal construct 
theory designed to elicit his a^titude.s, constructs, pertainijig 
to writing. Each script was analyzed for fire factors--over-all 
quality, syntactic fluency, mode (function) of discourse, mode 
of student writing, and choice of topic. In addition, each snb- 
jfct wa.9 given an in-deprh interview concerning past iuid ;)re8- 
ent experiences with writing both in. as well as, out of school. 



The analysis cf the subjects* con.structs indicated that stu- 
dents rei^ardlcss uf .school-class status, a.i^e, or sex consis- 
tently preferred writini^ about pers(.nal tuj)ics, not provided 
ones, writing that was for the self. n(>t for the teacher; writing 
fur feedback and inter:iction; not lor cjfficial evaluation; writ- 
ing that was freer, more generative, ntit structured, academic 
writing. 

The :inalysis of the data on products indicated that students 
most often did tr.u\sactitinal writing;, usu.illy reporting, and 
nu^st products were in the extensive n^.ude. Syntactic fluency 
aiid function of di^scourse liave tievelopmeiit:il orii^^ins; in addi- 
tion, sex ;uid schi>ol-cliiss status ajjpear to be ;ls significant as 
age v^hen considering develoimiental patterns, A number of sig- 
nificant differences appeared between tlie jiroducts of remedial 
and traditiC)nal students, traditirmal age ruid adult students, and 
male and female students. 

The case study data indicated that for the traditional fresh- 
man writer there is a relation:ihiji between attitude.*^ and pro- 
cess, but no relationship iietween attitudes and school -siumsored 
products. On the f^'her liand, there seemed to be little relation- 
ship between attitudes :uui process fur the remediid student. 
The data on the i elat;or..^inp of these components lo products 
was inconclusive. 



AN ANALYTICAL STUDY OF THE RELATIONSHIP OF 
READING ABILITIES AND WRITING ABILITIES OF TENTH 
GRADE STUDENTS Order No, 7808715 

SIM.MONS, Robert J,, Ed.D, West Virginia University, )977. 
I64pp, 

The primary purpose of this study was to discover if signifi- 
cant differences exist in the writing abilities among students 
who are high, medium, and low in total reading achievement. 

In Older to accomplish the basic purpo.se of the study, it 
was necessary to complete the following procedural steps: 

(1) review the available literature relative to the teaching of 
reading and the teaching of writing in senior high si:hool; 

(2) identify specific writing skills generally used as criteria for 
evaluation of student compositions; (3) select two othor teach- 
ers of English to assist the writer in the evaluation of the stu- 
dents' writings; (4) select one hundred students according to 
their reading scores from the Iowa Silent Reading Test from 
the following three levels: high achievers (17 students), medium 
achievers (66 students), and low achievers (17 students); 
(5) elicit writing samples from these students to be evaluated 

by three experienced teachers of composition; (6) analyze the 
data relative to reading and writing abilities; (7) report the 
results and the conclusions. 

After the evaluation of the one hundred compositions was 
completed, appropriate statistical procedures were utilized to 
test the differences in writing abilities among the three reading 
groups. First, the Analysis of Variance was employed to test 
the differences in the writing performances among the high, 
medium, and low reading achievers. Second, the Duncan Mul- 
tiple Range Test was used to determine if those differences in 
the writing performances were statistically significant. Third, 
Correlation Coefficient Tests were used to test the coi*relations 
between reading abilities and writing abilities. 

Fifteen separate criteria were used for the evaluation of the 
compositions. Ten of these fifteen criteria were categorized 
as mechanical considerations under the classification Objec- 
tivity Level One. Five of the fifteen criteria were categorized 
as rhetorical considerations under the classification Objectivity 
Level Two. Regarding olijectivity level one writing scores, 
significant differences were found between the low reading 
achievement group and the high reading achievement group. 



EKLC 



and between the medium reading achievement group and the 
high readir-K achievement "Kroup. No si^ificant differences 
were found between the low reading; achievement gjroup and the 
medium reading achievement group relative to objectivity level 
one writing scores. Within each of the ten (10) criteria of ob- 
jectivity level one, the analysis of the data revealed the follow- 
ing: Significant differences were obtained for each of the five 
variables of spelling, punctuation, sentence fragments, sen- 
tence run-ons, and verb usage. No significant differences 
were obtained for each of the five variables of subject-verl> 
agreement, adjective -adverb usage, pronoun usa^e, parallelism, 
and dangling modifiers. 

Ftegarding objectivity level two writing scores, significant 
differences were found between the low reading achievement 
group and the medium 'reading achievement group, between the 
medium reading achievement group and the high reading 
achievement group, and between the low reading achievement 
group and the high reading achievement group. Within each of 
the five (5) criteria of objectivity level two, the analysis of the 
data revealed the following: Significant differences were ob- 
tained for all five variables of topic sentences, supporting de- 
tails, paragraph unity, paragraph lob^ic, and sentence variety. 

The analysis of the total writing scores data, which included 
combined scores from objectivity level one and objectivity level 
two, revealed the following: Significant differences were found 
h>etween the low reading achievement group and the medium 
reading achievement group, between the medium reading 
achievement and the high reading achievement group, and be- 
tween the low reading achievement group and the hi^h reading 
achievement group. 

Correlations of .61 were obtained between objectivity level 
one writing scores and total reading scores of the one liundred 
students. Correlations of .85 were obtained between objectivity 
level two writing scores and total reading scores of the one hun- 
dred students. 



Investigations of referential discourse paragraphs revealed 
that the deep structure of scientific paragraphs is relatively 
uncomplicated with few assumptions and little elliptical infor- 
mation. The audience is more of a concern in the informative 
parat;raph than in the scientific paragraph, although the empha- 
sis is still away from personal identification of the author and 
toward anonymity. Sometimes the deep structure of explora- 
tory discourse is complex, sometimes quite simple. The writer 
makes certain assumptions in the course of the exploration that 
are based on his own previous understandini^s and depending 
upon the writer's conception of his audience, these assumptions 
will or will not be supported or mapped onto the surface. The 
deep structure of persuasive paragraphs is unusually complex, 
made up of both elliptical assumptions and information. 

The theory of deep structure of the paragraph has multiple 
uses in the composition class. Analyses of deep structure could 
be used to illustrate the following: 1. The necessity in per- 
suasion of mapping a sufficient portion of the deep structure 
onto the surface structure to enhance the understandino- r.r «u« 
reader. 2. An illustration of a particular writer's style. 3. An 
illustration of the economy of words which many writers use to 
suggest a broad world of invention. 4. An effective demonstra- 
tion of the amount of information mapped onto the surface in the 
various types of referential discourse. Analyses of the deep 
structure of students' own paragraphs can also help them to 
hold onto their thoughts while developing and expanding an idea. 



THt: DEEP STRUCTURE OK THE PARAGRAPH AND THE 
DISCOURSE • Order No. 7311875 

WOODSON, Linda Townley, Ph.D. Texas Christian University, 
1977.. 170pp. Adviser: Gary Tate 

The purpose of this study is to show that para^^raphs liave a 
deep and a surface structure and that the amount of the deep 
structure of the paragraph that is mapped onto the surface is 
directly related to the mode of discourse. A paragr.iph has a 
Surface structure that can be re^^arded as a base, and that base 
generates an abstract deep structure. This deep structure with 
it^assumptions is a part of the semantic interpretation of the 
paragraph and is mapped onto the surface structure through the 
processes of ellipsis, subordination, and embedding. 

An effective analysis of discourse involves both a plane of 
content and a plane of expression. The associational references 
to ideas and imaj^es is desi'^nated liere as deep structure. The 
subject matter organized into personal handwriting is equiva- 
lent to the Surface structure. 

Each chapter analyzes the deep structure of paragraplis 
from one of James L. Kinneavy*s classifications of discourse 
in A Theory of Discourse . The study is limited to reference 
discourse, with special sections for scientific, exploratory , and 
informative; expressive discourse; and persuasive discourse. 
Paragraphs were chosen at random, and they averaged about 
one hundred and fifty words. Tree dia^^ranis were used to il- 
lustrate graphically the deep structure. 
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